
State German Convention 
 

Rollenspiel 
Role Play 
 
Two or, if necessary, three students from different schools are randomly grouped 
to perform one of the short role-play situations described below.  It is important that 
each student try to say as much as possible, since each is judged individually.  
The students need to help each other to keep the conversation going, especially if 
one is much weaker than the other. 
 
 
 
Level  I: 
Preparation time: 1 minute  - Performance time: 1 to 1 ½  minutes 
 
Situation  1 
Both of you are in Germany.  One of you is an American exchange student, the other 
one is a German student of the same age.  You ask each other about your 
backgrounds  -  age, family, school, hobbies and interests. 
 
Situation  2 
One of you is a famous person visiting your school in Germany. (You can choose who 
you want to be). The other one is a reporter from the school newspaper.  Conduct an 
interview. 
 
Situation  3 
You have met the other person on facebook.  S/He is also studying German.  You 
have arranged a meeting at the local coffee shop.  The person looks totally different 
from what you expected.  You had agreed to speak only German to impress each 
other.  Try to find out as much about each other as you can. 
 
Situation   4 
One of you is new in school.  Ask the other(s) about the teachers you have for your 
classes and react to the information you get. 
 
Situation  5 
You find each other in the same class on the first day of school.  Compare and 
discuss your schedules and talk about your hobbies to find common interrests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Level  II: 
Preparation time: 1 ½ minutes      -     Performance time: up to 1 ½  minutes 
 
Situation  1 
You are meeting a friend in the cafeteria before school.  Talk about what you did 
yesterday and make plans about what you'll be doing this coming weekend.  Since 
you don't want the other students to understand you, you speak in German, 
 
Situation  2 
One of you is an exchange student from Germany, just arrived.  The other one tells 
him in German all about the town, what young people do for fun, etc.  The American 
needs to find out what the German is interested in and make appropriate 
suggestions. 
 
Situation  3 
Both of you are friends.  One of you is planning a party and the other wants to know 
all the details before deciding whether or not to come. 
 
Situation  4 
You two are friends and meet unexpectedly in a store where both of you are 
shopping. Greet each other and start a conversation.  Then talk about why you are 
shopping (for yourself or looking for a gift), what you are looking for and decide to 
shop together.  Discuss the items before you buy  them. 
 
Situation  5 
You are in a German restaurant with your exchange student.  You ask him/her about 
recommendations.  You tell each other about your likes and dislikes of various foods 
and why you (dis)like them.  Decide what to order and then comment on your 
decision. 
 
Level  III: 
Preparation time: 2 minutes  - Performance time:  up to 2 minutes 
 
Situation  1 
One of you took a trip to Europe this past summer, the other one stayed at home.  
Compare notes on the things you did and decide who had more fun.  You might also 
talk about plans for the coming summer (where? what? how long?). Since both of 
you take German, you speak in German because it is fun not to be understood by 
the other students. 
 
Situation  2 
You two are friends and discuss in detail what each of you did over the weekend and 
how you liked it.  Comment on each other's experiences.  Then discuss what you 
could do together the following weekend.  You have different ideas.  Try to convince 
you friend of your plan. Then come to a decision about what to do. 
 
Situation  3 
You two / three are friends who have planned to go to the movies together.  One of 
you is half an hour late and the movie has started.  Discuss the reasons for the 
delay.  Then decide what you could do now. 
 
 



Situation  4 
Your boyfriend / girlfriend has gone out with another boy / girl.  Discuss the situation 
with your German exchange student.  Describe your boyfriend / girlfriend, ask for 
advice and decide how to procede. 
 
Level  IV / V: 
Preparation time: 2 minutes  - Performance time:  up to 2 minutes 
 
 
Situation  1 
You meet at the State German Convention.  You find out that your German teachers 
have assigned you a similar project:  What could your life look like in five years?  
Discuss things that you could include. 
 
 
 
Situation  2 
You and your German partner are preparing a video project comparing things that 
young Americans and young Germans like to do.  Discuss the project and the 
possible content, such as music, sports and leisure time activities. 
 
Situation  3 
After years, you reconnect with your German exchange partner,  Procede to get 
reacquainted.  One of you should start with a greeting and then there should be a 
discussion about what is new in your lives, what you have been up to and how you 
envision the coming years. 
 
Situation  4 
One of you is traveling through Germany,  the other is an employee at the Tourist 
Information Center.  Discuss what you have already seen and done.  The employee 
should ask questions for clarification.  Then discuss what else the tourist could do, 
what s/he would like to see, where else to go, etc. to have a truly memorable 
vacation. 
 


